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914. Steam Railway No 424 for January/February 2014 reports that Pete 
Waterman is to foot the bill (again) for the forthcoming ‘Super D’ overhaul. It 
includes a nice picture of 49395 at the Llangollen Railway and news of the 
proposals for the overhaul.

915. Many a Slip… Keith Farr looks at a once common aspect of passenger 
railway operation that would almost certainly be forbidden under today’s safety 
regulations. The first part covers the early years, with six pages, twelve 
illustrations and three tables. The author provides an analysis of all companies 
that used slip coaches, including the LNWR. The Railway Magazine No 1,357 Vol 
160 (April 2014).
(The second part, in the May 2014 issue, brings the story up to date and has no 
LNWR content).

916. Dublin to Belfast, by Michael H C Baker. A six page article with seven 
photographs, four in colour, which reviews the motive power used on the route 
since the start of the 20th century and the author’s travelling experiences. One 
photograph shows a Dundalk, Newry & Greenore train in May 1950 – a ‘Special’ 
tank and six-wheel carriages – pure LNWR! Backtrack Vol 28 No 6 (June 2014).

917. Look North West. A four page article of ten colour photographs, featuring 
BR motive power in the North West of England, from late BR steam to Class 57 
and Pendolino. It includes a LNWR built electric multiple unit rebuilt for use on the 
Lancaster – Morecombe – Heysham line. Backtrack Vol 28 No 6 (June 2014).

918. Embezzlement by Railwaymen, Part 1. A five page article with seven 
photographs by Alistair F Nisbet. The article examines cases of dishonesty by 
railway servants during the 19th century. Our company was not immune: in 1854 
the head of the Audit Department, Thomas Goalen, was found guilty of fraud and 
would have been transported for fourteen years if the practice had not just been 
abolished. Backtrack Vol 28 No 6 (June 2014).

919. How Bescot Marshalling Yards came to be, by Mike Page. Part one has 
six pages, two illustrations and a map. The Blackcountryman Vol 47 No 3 
(Summer 2014).

920. Lead On: The Whys and Some of the Wherefores of Locomotive 
Valve Gears, Part Two, by Miles MacNair. This part has five pages with nine 
illustrations and 36 references. It focuses on 20th century developments, 
particularly poppet valves, and touches on the modifications tried on members of 
the Claughton class in the 1920s. Backtrack Vol 28 No 7 (July 2014).

921. A Modernisation Plan Diesel Multiple Unit Scheme, by Ian Travers.  
This article, of eight pages with ten photographs, a map, two tables and a copious
bibliography, looks at the scheme proposed and implemented on the Liverpool 
Lime Street – St Helens – Wigan route. Included is a short history of this ex LNWR 
line, formed in six discrete portions between September 1830 and November 
1871. Backtrack Vol 28 No 7 (July 2014).

922. Don’t Look Back in Anger. A six page article, with nine illustrations and two tables, by 
Geoffrey Williams. For a few brief years Charles John Bowen Cooke was a feted chief mechanical 
engineer. After his death his reputation was fated – badly. Our author’s contention is that the famous 
chief mechanical engineers all took time to perfect their designs. His death robbed Bowen Cooke of 
that opportunity. Backtrack Vol 28 No 7 (July 2014).



923. Embezzlement by Railwaymen, Part 2. Further examples, mostly from 
the 19th century, some ingenious, some not. The LNWR case involved 
misappropriation of receipts from the sale of hay cut from embankments. A four 
page article with seven illustrations by Alistair F Nisbet. Backtrack Vol 28 No 8 
(August 2014).

924. ‘Give My Regards to Broad Street!’ Part 1. A nine page article by 
Geoffrey Skelsey LVO, subtitled ‘The ruin and renaissance of the North London 
lines and the birth of the Overground’. The article has 16 photographs of which 
nine are in colour, two maps, 17 references and a bibliography. It looks at the rise 
of the North London lines, aided by the LNWR, the disappearance of Broad Street 
in the 1960s ( the only London terminal to do so) and the key part the remaining 
lines now play in the current London Overground scheme. Backtrack Vol 28 No 8 
(August 2014).

With thanks to Martin O’Keeffe, Peter Stanton and Chris James.

Please forward your contributions for Press Digest to Chris James
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 We would also very much welcome contributions for periodicals not currently 
covered regularly and any comments on the digest. Please contact Chris James.
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